178                   PREPARATIONS  FOR  WAR

upon your Lordship's responsibility this measure
originated,, and whilst 1 fully acknowledge the
propriety of the public admonition we have re-
ceived, I cannot but feel gratified by the sentiments
which your Lordship has been pleased to express
in your private explanation. All the intelligence
which 1 have been able to collect respecting the
publication of the proclamation at the Mauritius,
and of the conduct of Tippoo's ambassadors
during their residence in that island; is contained
in No. 2, obtained from the mate of the Green-
wich, on whose report Mr. Lushington wrote his
letter to Colonel Wellesley; if more can be collected
I will transmit it. In No. 1, a~report from Cap-
tain Malcolm, and one from Captain Macleod3
your Lordship will find our latest advices respect ing
the state of Tippoo's force., and of his actual pre-
parations for war. In my letter to your Lordship
of the 12th, I suggested to you the expediency of
our being authorized to send the French prisoners
now here to Calcutta. A strong impression of
the inconvenience we should feel by their conti-
nuing here in the event of hostilities-, induced this
recommendation; and in my desire to communi-
cate it to your Lordship as early as possible,, the
mode which you had proposed through Mr. Wel-
lesley escaped my consideration. I shall now
endeavour to freight a ship, and send them to
Europe; or rather,, I will mention the circum-
stance to Lord Clive> who will probably have to
execute it, as his Lordship's arrival is daily ex-